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Roughly 90%
of the world’s goods are transported around the globe in 
containers. These containers have become the backbone 
for today’s international economies, dubbing each one 
of them as 

the box that changed the world.
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The shipping container was created by Malcolm McLean in 1956.  
Once it embarked on its first journey from Newark to Houston 
aboard the SS Ideal-X, it revolutionized shipping and therefore 
global trade, tying international economies closer together than 
they ever were before.  Today, the shipping container has allowed 
modern civilization to prosper at a continuously increasing rate.  
Without “the box”, we would never be where we are today.

opportunity



This map displays the most commonly traveled trade routes by 
sea throughout the world.  Just by surveying this image, it is 
evident that the box has played a significant role in connecting 
cultures.  The planet is getting smaller and smaller, and these 
containers have rich stories that need to be told to the world.  
The global shipping industry has often been referred to as “the 
invisible industry” - it is what makes our lifestyles possible today, 
yet the common public is hardly aware of it.  

connection
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As the deficit in United States exports increases with the 
influence of overseas imports, new opportunities have been 
found in the containers that are left behind.  One of those 
newfound opportunities is in architecture.  They are extremely 
popular in the built environment because they are legos for 
architects.  Their structure is perfect for defining space with 
their strength, durability and versatility.  Containers are also 
ideal for pop-up and mobile purposes, especially in terms of 
resiliency.  More and more architects, designers and engineers 
are turning towards adaptively reusing containers for their 
projects.  

Containers also have their untold story to tell, and one aspect 
that is missing from these new innovative uses is a method that 
does just that.  

innovation



these ships and boxes...
...belong to a business that feeds, clothes, warms and supplies 
us.  They have fueled if not created globalization.  They are 
the reason behind your cheap T-shirt and reasonably priced 
television.  But who looks behind a television now and sees the 
ship that brought it?  Who cares about the men who steered 
your breakfast cereal through winter storms?  How ironic that 
the more ships have grown in size, the less space they take up 
in our imagination.

rose george
ninety percent of everything
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The Urban Coffee Farm was designed by Hassell Studio’s team of 
young designers for the Melbourne Food and Wine Festival in 2013.  
It was a temporary installation that was up for approximately three 
weeks.  The project was designed with the concept in mind of allowing 
visitors to experience the journey of coffee as it goes from “farm to 
cup”.  Shipping containers, palettes, and native coffee plants were 
utilized to bring that story to life.  After the festival, the palettes were 
reclaimed and used for future projects, the coffee plants were sent to a 
nearby farm in Victoria to be replanted, and the containers were sent 
back to the yard. 

urban coffee farm
melbourne, australia

celebrate the
CONTAINER



http://www.detail-online.com/inspiration/tem-
porary-container-mall-in-london-106091.html

Boxpark is a pop-up mall entirely constructed of 
repurposed shipping containers in the up-and-coming 
area of London known as Shoreditch.  The mall 
features rentable retail space inside containers for 
local and global retailers to display and sell their 
products.  Boxpark also features great restaurants 
and cafes with inspiring interiors, and it has become 
quite the destination in London for shopping, eating 
and spending time with friends and family.

boxpark
shoreditch, london

www.boxpark.co.ukwww.boxpark.co.uk/bombtheboxwww.boxpark.co.uk
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proxy-sf-pushing-flexible-urbanism
/

Proxy is a public space entirely made up of repurposed 
shipping containers in the heart of downtown San 
Francisco’s Hayes Valley.  The space is centralized 
around the concept of merging commerce, community 
and culture together in one place.  Proxy features retail, 
coffee, ice cream and juice shops, as well as bike rentals, 
yoga classes, movie nights and more.  It is a destination 
for all ages, and is a new take on the idea of a 
community space.  

proxy
san francisco, california

www.architizer.com



ArtBox is a reefer container that was sponsored by Maersk 
Line and the Port of Auckland to travel the world and promote 
awareness and education on container shipping.  Two Kiwi 
street artists painted each side of the ArtBox, and it debuted 
at the Ports of Auckland’s SeePort Festival in January of 2014.  
It was sent on a journey around the world after the festival to 
reach out to as many communities as possible, and will return 
for the SeePort Festival in 2015 in Auckland.  

artbox nz
auckland, new zealand and worldwide

www.porttechnology.org https://www.tumblr.com/search/maersk+line



there are so many...
...wonderful untold stories in [this] old company, and those 
stories [will] have broad appeal because Maersk Line is truly 
a global company...We strive to lif t the ‘cloak of invisbility’ on 
this invisible industry.  We are about transparency, communica-
tion and engagement, not marketing and pushing.  

jonathan wichmann
ex-head of social media at maersk line
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gulfstream scad
www.latitudecrossing.com www.mikekleinonline.com

georgia ports authoritytourismsavannah is
ENDLESS



The Port of Savannah is the third busiest and fourth largest port 
in the United States behind Los Angeles/Long Beach and New 
York.  It serves as a literal gateway to the southern United States, 
so shipping is a significant part of Savannah’s history.  The first 
steam ship to cross the Atlantic left from Savannah in 1819, taking 
no more than two months to make the trek to England, setting a 
standard for global transport.  Therefore, Savannah’s port is vital 
to the city, the state of Georgia and to the rest of the world.  It is 
one of the few ports in the United States that is exporting more 
than it is importing due to Georgia’s rich agriculture.  The GPA’s 
impressive sustainability efforts are allowing the port to stay one 
step ahead of their competitors as they look towards innovating 
the ‘business-to-business’ industry.

essential

www.marinelink.com



Savannah is now historic plus hip, and we 
must do hip as a community.

joseph marinelli
president of visit savannah



essentials of a vibrant COMMUNITY

http://www.weekendnotes.com

art culture commerce

www.sobadsogood.comhttp://www.ostilewebzine.com/c215/

education
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ability to 
INSPIRE

history

http://i.ytimg.com

There are many key ingredients for a vibrant 
community, and just a few of those 
important ones are displayed right here.  
Art stimulates creativity, culture connects 
people, commerce keeps communities 
moving, education promotes well-being, 
history reminds us who we are, and last but 
not least, the ability to inspire must always 

be present.  Many communities have a lot 
of these aspects, but they can be scattered 
throughout.  There is an opportunity for a 
vibrant destination that exemplifies every 
one of these aspects in one space, as one 
experience in Savannah, Georgia.  

somethinggoodintheworld.files.wordpress.com



savannahboxport



www.savannahnow.com www.journeysinlightphotoblog.net

what if...

...Savannah had a public space that fused the community 
with global commerce through an immersive experience. 
A space entirely constructed from repurposed shipping 
containers, that tells the story of “the box that changed 
the world” and Savannah’s influential role in world trade 
to all of its visitors, allowing for transparency between the 
public and the ‘invisible industry’ of shipping. Savannah 
is now an “historic yet hip” and “classic yet cool” city that 
values and celebrates its past while embracing the future. 
Major port cities around the United States and abroad 
are exploring this idea, so let’s do it in Savannah too, and 
in a way that highlights Savannah’s uniqueness.



Savannah

intersection point
Savannah has been the southern gateway to the United States for its entire lifetime.  It 
was and still is a major connection point and destination in the south.  The proposed site 
for Savannah Boxport is directly underneath the Talmadge Memorial Bridge.  The bridge 
crosses over the Savannah River and directly in to South Carolina.  The site is situated at 
the intersection point of the Georgia Ports Authority and the Historic District of Savannah.  
It is approximately sixty feet wide and very long, so it is ideal for a modular structure with 
a non-invasive foundation, such as containers.  It sits directly outside the Historic District, 
next to several SCAD buildings, student living, and is adjacent to the Georgia Ports 
Authority’s Ocean Terminal.  It is easy walking distance from luxury hotels and River 
Street, and has a great vantage point to see ships moving by on the river.  







Ample space for
community events

Containers as
Education

Rentable 
Retail Spaces

Cafe

container as education
These containers will showcase environmental graphics and artwork to tell the story 
behind each one of them.  This will allow visitors to feel as if they are first-hand 
experiencing the life of the container that they are standing in.  This is a fantastic 
education opportunity for young children, as they will develop a meaningful 
understanding to the idea of commerce and what it means to them.  

ample community space
There will be designated open spaces that will be ideal for hosting events, markets 
and festivals.  Among those events includes farmer’s markets, movie nights and 
weekly gathering of food trucks.  

rentable retail space
Boxport is designed around the concept of merging commerce, community and 
culture together, so showcasing commerce is essential to the purpose.  Containers 
will be available for businesses, local and global, large and small, to rent for 
monthly periods, allowing them to have a presence in a dynamic and vibrant setting. 



Green Roofs

Rainwater Capture

Solar Energy
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Community Garden

Rain Barrels Drip Irrigation

Solar Energy Organic Community
Garden

Green Roofing Permeable Pavers



sustainable attributes

Reclaimed Materials Abundant Greenery

Reclaimed Materials - any building and interior materials 
that are sourced from previous projects and would otherwise 
be sent to landfill.  As many materials as possible should come 
from a source within a five hundred mile radius of the site to 
comply with LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design) guidelines.  

Green Roofing - green roofs provide natural insulation and 
have the ability to reinstate habitats that would otherwise 
have been lost in new construction.  This allows birds, bees, 
insects and other forms of life to live in unison with the new 
structure.

Permeable Paving - these pavers allow for easy 
landscaping with low water usage and low maintenance in 
comparison to grass.  

Organic Community Garden - vegetable and herb 
gardens that entire communities can utilize, supporting 
local and sustainable food systems.  



sustainable attributes
Solar Energy - harvesting light from the sun, and creating electricity 
from it.  Solar energy technology has become much more advanced 
and efficient than it was before.  

LED Lighting - much more energy efficient than traditional 
incandescent light bulbs.  They are free of toxic chemicals and are 
therefore 100% recyclable.  LED’s have a long life span, are very 
durable, hardly emit infrared light, and have zero UV emissions.  

Low VOC Paints - these paints are free of volatile organic 
compounds (VOC’s) such as formaldehyde.  VOC paints are 
extremely harmful to health as they emit toxic compounds.  Always 
choose low VOC paints whenever possible as they are ecologically 
friendly and significantly less hazardous to health.  

Adaptive Reuse - the shipping containers would otherwise be left 
to rust or sent to landfill.  Giving them a new life and purpose makes 
use of materials that are readily available and lowers the amount of 
waste, energy and resources necessary for new construction.

Rain Water Capture - capturing rain water in rain barrels is a 
simple way to obtain fresh water for the gardens, green roofs and 
permeable paving.  

Drip Irrigation - the captured rain water can be used in drip 
irrigation to water the garden.  Drip irrigation uses gravity to send 
the flow of water to the plants, so minimizes the amount of energy 
necessary versus traditional hoses. 

Grey Water Reuse - grey water, which is water from sinks and 
showers typically, can be filtered and reused to irrigate plants, 
gardens and grass. 

Open Container - a socially sustainable attribute, the “Open 
Container” is one container dedicated to hosting local artists, 
craftsmen or anyone who would like to show off their talents to the 
community in a versatile, dynamic and financially-friendly setting. 



boxport 
PHASE ONE

A series of phases have been laid out to accomplish the end 
goal of Boxport.  Currently, it is broken down in to three primary 
phases with a ‘pre-phase’ that has a sole purpose of stimulating 
interest and gaining awareness in the community.  This series 
of steps should be followed in order to work towards the final 
Boxport, which would be securely situated within the ecosystem 
of Savannah. 

PRE-PHASE The pre-phase would be a temporary installation, ideally in 
Historic Downtown Savannah for a festival or an event.  It would 
be a container or two to gain awareness on the idea of using 
containers for public use in Savannah, gauging a response from 
the community and stimulating interest.  This phase will be 
essential in speeding up the process of reaching later phases, 
and has the opportunity to be held within the next four months.

Phase one consists of a proposed temporary space (see image 
on opposite page) in the desired site.  It would serve as an initial 
exposure to the community on the idea for the following phases.  
One or two retailers would be featured, as well as a food and 
beverage presence.  An event should be held in this phase to 
draw attention to the space and give people a reason to go 
there.

Phase two will serve as a transition from a temporary space to 
a permanent space.  It will fully house rentable retail space for 
small and large scale businesses, simple food and beverage such 
as a coffee, juice and/or sandwich shop.  Partnerships and 
relationships will be established between Boxport and 
stakeholders. 

The final phase, which is what is shown in the previous 
renderings and site plan.  A full destination that thrives on 
community, commerce, culture and sustainability in one place, 
telling the untold stories of the “invisible” shipping industry to 
Savannah and beyond.  All phases shall host local artists to bring 
some or all of the containers to life through creating artworks on 
them, which will immerse visitors in those untold stories. 

1-2 containers

PHASE ONE
3-4 containers

PHASE TWO
5-6 containers

PHASE THREE
8-10 containers



what’s next? ...
Boxport has been extremely well received within the Sa-
vannah community.  Projects like it are coming up in 
major port cities around the world, so why not 
Savannah?  It did not take a lot of research to come to the 
conclusion that an idea like this is certainly a blue ocean 
opportunity in this area.  Boxport is entirely inclusive to 
the community, and it is something that everyone would 
love a chance to experience.  Many very influential 
players in the community (majority of them are listed on 
the next page) already have their wheels spinning on this 
idea.  This concept should inspire, engage and excite as 
many people as possible, and that is the first crucial step 
for allowing something like Boxport to come to life.  
Partnerships and conversations have already begun 
between significant entities such as the Georgia Center of 
Innovation for Logistics, Georgia Ports Authority, Maersk 
Line, Visit Savannah and the City of Savannah.  These 
players have been extremely helpful, and the future is 
looking bright.  Boxport is reaching out to the 

community now to keep the idea alive and moving 
foward, and needs all the help it can get.  

Essentially, Boxport is a public space that connects the 
major entities of a city together, creating partnerships 
and developing relationships between people and 
businesses that may never had gotten the chance to 
know each other.  Once the project makes more progress 
and reaches out to even more people in the Savannah 
community and beyond, all of those influential people 
that have become passionate about the idea should get 
together to discuss and share ideas on how to keep it 
moving forward.  Until then, think about what shipping 
containers mean to you and your life.  Pass this idea on 
to your friends, family and even strangers.  Boxport is for 
the community, and it will be a great place that everyone 
will have the opportunity to enjoy. 
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thank you...
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Page Siplon Joseph Marinelli Scott Boylston
Executive Director

Georgia Center of Innovation for Logistics
psiplon@georgia.org

President
Visit Savannah

jmarinelli@visitsavannah.com

Professor of Design for Sustainability
SCAD

sboylsto@scad.edu

Clinton Edminster, Executive Director, Art Rise Savannah, info@artrisesavannah.org

Nicholas Deffley, Director of Sustainability, City of Savannah, nicholasdeffley@gmail.com

Peter Shonka, Assistant City Manager, City of Savannah, pshonka@savannahga.gov

Monica Letourneau, Professor of Interior Design, SCAD, mletourn@scad.edu

Kevin Klinkenberg, Executive Director, Savannah Development and Renewal Authority, kevinklinkenberg@gmail.com

Jackie Jackson Teel, Director of Comprehensive & Natural Resources Planning
                                   Savannah Metropolitan Planning Commission, jacksonj@thempc.org

Lori Judge, Principal Broker, Judge Realty, lori@judgerealty.com

Charisse Bennett, Program Director, The Creative Coast, charisse@thecreativecoast.org

Denise Grabowski, Principal, Symbioscity, dgrabowski@symbioscity.com

Jody Jenkins, Broadcast Producer, SGTV, jjenkins01@savannahga.gov



our goal...
is a delightfully diverse, safe, healthy and just 
world, with clean air, clean water, soil and 
power - economically, equitably, ecologically 
and elegantly enjoyed.

william mcdonough

Caroline Ingalls . ingallscp@gmail.com . 858 525 3977 . www.caroline-ingalls.com

the box that changed

SAVANNAH


